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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

 
An opportunity is provided to USG agencies such as FDA and FSIS and commodity/trade 
groups having expertise in nutritional benefits to provide input in a scientific debate on risk-
benefit analysis for foods.  Currently, there is no agreement on general principles or 
approaches for conducting a quantitative risk-benefit analysis for food and food ingredients.  
Therefore, EFSA announced a colloquium regarding risk-benefit analysis of foods on July 13-
14, 2006 in Tabiano, Italy.   
 
The objectives of the colloquium are: 
-to have an open scientific debate on the available scientific methods and the data needed to 
conduct a risk-benefit analysis of foods and food components; 
-to explore opportunities and limitations to define a common scale of measurement to 
compare risks and benefits on a quantitative basis; 
-to define further research needs. 
 
The colloquium will be organized in a way that interactive exchange of views between the 
experts will be possible. The meeting is organized in such a way that there is room for 
debate, but at the same time structured in order to reach conclusions and make 
recommendations. Therefore, the participants will be split up in small discussion groups to 
review some of the specific aspects in detail after the presentations.  The discussion groups 
will focus namely on methods and data needed for risk-benefit assessment in quantitative 
terms and the feasibility of a common scale of measurement.  
 
This program will be relevant for experts in the area of nutrition and toxicology, particularly 
those with expertise in quantitative benefit assessment and risk assessment.  EFSA seeks 
participation from experts from the academic, regulatory and private sector.  For logistical 
reasons, participation will be limited to 80 experts.  For more details see EFSA website. The 
conclusions and recommendations of the meeting will also be published on the EFSA website.   
 
 
 
Visit our website: our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/ provides a broad range 
of useful information on EU import rules and food laws and allows easy access to USEU 
reports, trade information and other practical information.  More information on the EU new 
food safety approach can be found at http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/foodsafe.html. E-mail: 
AgUSEUBrussels@usda.gov 
 
 


